Ainu People

True or False:

1.) The word “Ainu” means “human”.

a. True

2.) The most important animal to the Ainu people is a Whale.

a. False. It’s a bear.

3.) The Ainu hunt with spears and the tips were dipped in poison.

a. True. The poison is called “surku”.  It was sometimes made with stingray’s poison or stingers.

4.) In Ainu culture the women did all the hunting.

a. False. The men did the hunting and fishing and sometimes the women helped.  The women were in charge of crops and housework.

5.) The Ainu wear clothes made from the bark of a tree.

a. True, but not any more.  They also wear clothes made from birds, bears, deer, salmon, trout, etc.

6.) An Ainu village is called a “Kotan”

a. True.

7.) When a man proposed to a woman in Ainu culture, he would go to her house and eat half a bowl of rice, hand the rest to the woman and if she ate the rest, she accepted his proposal.

a. True.

8.) Ainu’s never get tattoos.

a. False. At 12, women get their lips tattooed. At 15-16, their tattoos were complete and they could get married.

9.) The Ainu only have one kind of dance.

a. False. They have many dances. “Brewing dances," “pounding dance,” “intimidation of evil god”…etc.

10.) The Ainu people live in Kyushu.

a. False. They live in Hokkaido.

11.) The Ainu alphabet has 20 letters.

a. False. The Ainu people don’t have an alphabet.

12.) Sometimes the Ainu people capture bear cubs and raise them in their villages.

a. True. When the bear is 2 or 3, they kill it and have a festival.  The men drink the bear’s blood and the fur is used at other ceremonies.

13.) When someone dies is Ainu culture they are buried with all their possessions and burned.

a. False. The Ainu are buried in the earth and their possessions are broken into pieces so that the spirit of them can go with the spirit of their owner.

14.) The Ainu play an instrument called a mukkuri.

a. True. 

15.) The Ainu language is disappearing. 

a. True. So many people are trying to teach the Ainu language to keep it alive.

16.) The Ainu were recognized by the Japanese government as an Indigenous People in 1950.

a. False. They were recognized on June 6th, 2008. 

